
11 Tips for Effective Essay Writing 

 

Inspiration often comes during the act of writing, not necessarily before it. 
-- Stephen Dunn 

A thesis essay is an argument on paper. You express an opinion (your thesis) and then try 
to prove that it is valid.Your thesis must be an arguable opinion; that is, someone must 
theoretically be able to disagree with you. Your opinion is not a fact, but you will use facts 
to support it. 
 
1. Research 
 
Begin the essay writing process by researching on the topic, making yourself an expert. 
Utilize the internet, the academic databases, and the library.  
 
 
2.   Write in your own words 
 
The teacher is interested in your ideas, express it using your writing skills. To avoid any 
error, take notes from secondary sources in points and make your own notes. 
 
3.  Follow the format of  formal essay  
 

Avoid slang, a casual tone, and short forms or contractions. 
 
4. Make no reference to yourself 
 

You do not need to say "I think…", or "I will demonstrate…". Just state your ideas 
confidently, and then prove they are correct. Unless you are writing a personal/familiar 
essay, write all essays in the third person. 
 
5. Use the present tense in a literary essay 
 

This makes it easier to write about past and future events in the book. Consider that a 
work of literature exists always in the present. 
 
6. Use the active voice of a verb if you have a choice 
 
It helps to create strong, interesting pictures in the reader's mind. Use the passive voice 
sparingly and only if necessary if you wish to sound distant from the event, or if you must 
for the sense of the sentence. 
 
 
7. Use variety in sentence structure and length 
 

A lot of short, simple sentences together sound choppy (broken); a lot of long, complex 
sentences may be confusing or boring. Try to combine different kinds of sentences for 
maximum effect. Don't start your sentences with the subject.  
 

Praise the Lord ! ! 

http://www1.aucegypt.edu/academic/writers/research.htm


8. Select your example and quotations carefully 
 

- You may have more supporting evidence than you can use. Choose the most convincing 
and interesting examples, and make sure they support your opinions. Use quotations only 
to emphasize an important point or as proof of your conclusions. 
 
- If you are referring to a whole scene or a passage too long to quote, you can refer to it in 
your own words and use it as an example. 
 
9. Avoid plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism can be described broadly as copying the work of another and passing it off as 
one’s own.It is not plagiarism to present other people's ideas in your essay; it is plagiarism 
to present other people's ideas as your own.  
 
10. Link sentences and paragraphs smoothly 
 
Do not start a sentence with "and" or "but". They are used to connect ideas within a 
sentence. Avoid overusing them. Be careful about the use of expressions such as 
"obviously", "of course" or "clearly". They can make your writing sound pompous and too 
often they are used to replace explanations or proofs that are necessary. 
 
Use transition words that help to bind sentences together in a paragraph or to link 
paragraphs.  
 
- To indicate sequence: first, second, next, another. 

- To add ideas: moreover, likewise, also, similarly, in addition. 

- To introduce opposing ideas: nevertheless, on the other hand, however, whereas. 

- To show time relation: then, now, meanwhile, later. 

- To introduce examples: for instance, such as, for example. 

- To indicate a consequence: hence, thus, for this reason, therefore. 

- To indicate a conclusion: to conclude, thus, hence, in conclusion. 

 
11. Introduction, Main Text & Conclusion  

Re-check whether your Essay contains an Introduction, Main Text & Conclusion. 
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